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- 77ie MAILING DATE of this communicati n app ars on th cover she t with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _f MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1) EG Responsive to communication(s) filed on Apr 20. 2001 



2a) □ This action is FINAL 2b) H This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qug$l%35 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) B Claim(s) 5-21 23. 25-30. 43. and 45 is/are pending in the applica 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from considers 

5) □ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) □ Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) □ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) B Claims 5-21 23. 25-30. 43. and 45 are subject to restriction and/or election requirem 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: aO approved b)Ddisapproved. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 
a)D All b) □ Some* c) Olone of: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
Attachment(s) 

15) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 18) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

16) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 19) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

17) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 20) □ Other: 
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1. The request filed on April 20, 2001, for a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) under 
37 CFR 1.53(d) based on parent Application No. 08/809,340 is acceptable and a CPA has been 
established. An action on the CPA follows. 

2. This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct spfccies of the 
claimed invention (plural claimed species for the article retention means): 

Species A, undercut interior portion of receiving hole, Figures 16 and 18; 

Species B, conical collar adjacent the receiving hole, Figures 19-22; 

Species C, adaptor collar seated in receiving hole, Figures 25-26; 

Species D, receiving hole with interior smallest internal dimension, Figures 27-30; 

Species E, deformable resilient collar adjacent receiving hole, Figures 31-34; 

Species F, vacuum/suction collar adjacent receiving hole, Figures 35-36; 

Species G, rachet collar adjacent receiving hole, Figures 37-38; 

Species H, eccentric mechanical arrests adjacent receiving hole, Figures 41-45; 

Species I, air jet retention means, Figures 46-47; 

Species J, "push rod" inverted component rising from template surface, Figure 50; 

Species K, cup-shaped component adjacent receiving hole, Figures 52-53. 
Applicant is required under 35 U.S. C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held 
to be allowable. Currently, no claim is generic to all of the species. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0651. Any inquiry 
relating to the contents or papers filed in this application, other than issues of substance requiring 
the attention of the Examiner, should be directed to the Customer Service Office, Technology 
Center 1700, whose telephone number is (703) 306-5665. 



MACKEY/jpm 
June 14, 2001 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 1722 




US 088093401 3P1 




Creation date: 12-10-2003 
Indexing Officer: MBA YE - MELAT BAYE 
Team: OIPEBackFilelndexing 
Dossier: 08809340 



Legal Date: 04-14-2003 



No. 


Doccode 


Number of pages 


1 


XT/ 


1 


2 


A... 


2 


3 


CLM 


6 


4 


REM 


2 



Total number of pages: 1 1 
Remarks: 



Order of re-scan issued on 



